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in the end, that while history is unknowable it
arches towards progress, and that the world
would one day remember them. And it is now
up to us, the living, in our work, wherever we
are, to resist injustice and intolerance and in-
difference in whatever forms they may take
and ensure that those who were lost here did
not go in vain. It is up to us to redeem that
faith. It is up to us to bear witness, to ensure
that the continues—the world continues to
note what happened here, to remember all
those who survived and all those who per-
ished, and to remember them not just as vic-
tims, but also as individuals who hoped and
loved and dreamed just like us. 

And just as we identify with the victims, it’s
also important for us, I think, to remember
that the perpetrators of such evil were human
as well, and that we have to guard against cru-
elty in ourselves. And I wanted to express par-
ticular thanks to Chancellor Merkel and the
German people, because it’s not easy to look

into the past in this way and acknowledge it
and make something of it, make a determina-
tion that they will stand guard against acts like
this happening again. 

Rather than have me end with my remarks,
I thought it was appropriate to have Elie Wie-
sel provide some reflection and some thought
as he returns here so many years later to the
place where his father died.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:58 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Chancellor Angela
Merkel of Germany; Volkhard Knigge, direc-
tor, Buchenwald Memorial; and Nobel Prize
winner, author, and Holocaust survivor Elie
Wiesel; and Holocaust survivor Bertrand
Herz. He also referred to his great uncle
Charles Payne. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of Chancellor Merkel and Mr. Wiesel.
A portion of these remarks could not be veri-
fied because the audio was incomplete.

The President’s News Conference With President Nicolas Sarkozy of France
in Caen, France
June 6, 2009

President Sarkozy. Ladies and gentlemen,
good afternoon to all of you. Welcome. I
would like to say to the President of the Unit-
ed States of America how proud France is to
welcome him for the second time this year.

This afternoon we will be talking about the
ceremonies and the commemoration of the D-
Day landings, but I want to say in the stron-
gest, most sincere terms that never in the his-
tory, perhaps, of our two countries, the United
States and France have been so close to one
another on major issues, major questions.

I said to the President that we are deter-
mined to help him in his decision to close
down—shut down Guantanamo. I told Presi-
dent Barack Obama to what extent we support
his open, outstretched hand initiative to Rus-
sia. We approve and endorse this policy.

I said to the President that we totally agreed
with him on the Israeli and Palestinian issue:
two states that need to live alongside one an-
other, an Israeli state, whose security we’re

very attached to, and a secure Palestinian
state, and to what extent we support American
diplomacy when it requested that an end, a
stop, and a halt be put to settlements.

On the Iranian matter, I’ve said this in very
frank and open terms to the Iranian Foreign
Secretary, how important it is that he take the
hand outstretched by President Obama, that
we—we, France, Europe, and United
States—are totally aligned on this, and we can-
not in any way accept the insane statements
made by President Ahmadi-nejad.

On North Korea, we have total convergence
of views with the American President. And of
course, France is delighted to have fully rein-
tegrated NATO, as I said to the American
President.

So really it is a pleasure to work with Barack
Obama. We work regularly together. He
knows that France is a friend of the United
States. We basically coordinate on all major is-
sues, and we are determined to continue that.
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Barack, welcome. Welcome to your family.
President Obama. Well, it’s wonderful to be

back in France, particularly on this day, because
this day marks not only the triumph of freedom,
but it also marks how the transatlantic alliance
has allowed for extraordinary prosperity and se-
curity on both sides of the Atlantic. The fact
that France fully reintegrated into NATO this
year, under President Sarkozy’s leadership, is
just one further indication of the degree to
which U.S.-French cooperation can help to un-
derpin not only security in Europe but also a
more secure and prosperous world beyond Eu-
rope.

I’ve very much appreciated President Sar-
kozy’s leadership on a whole range of issues. He
mentioned a number of them: France’s leader-
ship within Europe in understanding the need
for us to have tough diplomacy with the Irani-
ans, to reach out to them, but also insist that we
can’t afford a nuclear arms race in the Middle
East; our close collaboration on a whole host of
issues with Russia; France’s willingness to ac-
cept a Guantanamo detainee, but more broadly,
to help us as we want to deal with the terrorist
threat, but do so in a way that is consistent with
our values and our ideals; the assistance that all
NATO allies, as well as others, are providing in
helping to bring about a more peaceful and
democratic Afghanistan.

On all of these issues, President Sarkozy has
not just cooperated, he’s led. And that kind of
approach, I think, is serving the interests of
France, but it’s also serving the interests of the
world. And we’re very grateful for that.

Obviously, I also want to make mention of
the extraordinary tragedy of the Air France
plane that we believe may have gone down. We
don’t know yet what exactly happened, but it is
heartbreaking, obviously, for the families, who
the American people offer thoughts and
prayers. We have already authorized all of our
resources to coordinate with the French in try-
ing to discover where the plane went down and
to find as much information as possible. But our
deepest condolences to the people of France,
most particularly to the families involved. And
we are determined to find out what happened
and support France in that regard.

So with that, I think that we can take a ques-
tion.

Middle East Peace Process/Iran

Q. Mr. President, concerning——
Interpreter. Excuse me, the journalist is

speaking without a microphone.
President Obama. I’m sorry. Apparently,

you’re speaking without a microphone, so the
translator cannot hear you. Do we have a mike
anywhere? Now he’s got the microphone.

Q. Yes, right here, Mr. President. Sorry. You
said yesterday that you hoped to see significant
progress in the Middle East by the end of this
year. What did you mean by that? 

And, President Sarkozy, you had a meeting
earlier this week with the Iranian Foreign Min-
ister. What message was he able to give you to
pass on to the President? Thank you.

President Obama. Okay. I think all of us un-
derstand what would constitute progress when
it comes to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Progress would mean that the parties involved,
supported by not just the United States, not just
by France, but also other Arab States, are in se-
rious, constructive negotiations about how to
achieve a two-state solution.

I don’t expect that a 60-year problem is
solved overnight, but as I said before, I do ex-
pect both sides to recognize that their fates are
tied together, and that it is in the interests of Is-
rael, its security interests, as well as the inter-
ests of the Palestinians to resolve this in a
peaceful way.

Now, there are a whole host of difficult ques-
tions out there. We all know what those ques-
tions are. But I believe President Sarkozy and I
agree that we have to move beyond the current
stalemate. Both sides are going to have obliga-
tions. I’ve discussed the importance of a cessa-
tion of settlement construction, but I also want
to reemphasize, because that’s gotten more at-
tention than what I’ve also said, which is the
Palestinians have to renounce violence, end in-
citement, improve their governance capacity so
that Israelis can be confident that the Palestin-
ians can follow through on any commitments
they make across the table.

Now, I cannot impose such negotiations or,
certainly, the terms of a final settlement on the
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parties. That’s their task. President Sarkozy
cannot impose peace in that region. But what
we can do is to be friends to Israel, honest in
our assessments of what it’s going to take, hold
the Palestinians accountable for their end of
the bargain, and move the process forward.
And we are going to try to put as much energy
as we can into it. My special envoy, George
Mitchell, is going to be returning to the region
this week, and we are going to systematically
work through as many of these issues as possi-
ble.

One last point I want to emphasize: The Ar-
ab States have to be a part of this process. It’s
not sufficient just to point at the Palestinian
problem and then say we are not going to en-
gage, we’re not going to take responsibility.
They are going to have to step up as well be-
cause the Arab States not only are important
politically, they’re also important economical-
ly. And to the extent that they put their shoul-
der behind the wheel, that can move the pro-
cess forward in a significant way.

President Sarkozy. It is not for me to speak
for the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Iran. I
can tell you what I told him. I said to him,
number one, that he had to take the hand
stretched out by Barack Obama and set a
meeting so that the group of six, the six-party
talks start again; secondly, that we all were
aligned if Iran wants access to civilian nuclear
energy; it is entitled to that, but if it wants nu-
clear—military nuclear, the answer is no. And
you have to understand this fair and square.

I said, if your interests are peaceful, then
accept controls. We cannot accept the Iranian
leader to make extremely aggressive state-
ments on the one hand, and IAEA checks and
controls not to go—be accepted by the Irani-
ans and, at the same time, to give them access
to civilian nuclear energy.

Again, France and the United States are
working hand in glove on this one. Iran is a
great nation, a great civilization. We want
peace, we want dialog, and we want to help
them develop. But we do not want nucle-
ar—military nuclear weapons to spread, and
we are clear on that.

European-U.S. Relations

Q. Mr. President, there were a lot of com-
ments in France and Germany recently on the
fact that you stayed only briefly in these two
countries, and that you haven’t spent much
private time aside—outside of the official en-
gagements here. Does that mean that Europe
is not a priority—on your priority list or diplo-
matic list? Or what would you have to say on
the subject?

President Obama. What it means is that I
have a very tough schedule. I would love noth-
ing more than to have a leisurely week in Paris,
stroll down the Seine, take my wife out to a
nice meal, have a picnic in Luxembourg Gar-
dens. [Laughter] Those days are over, for the
moment.

And so I think it’s very important to under-
stand that good friends don’t worry about the
symbols and the conventions and the proto-
cols. The United States is a critical friend and
ally of France, and vice versa. I personally con-
sider Nicolas Sarkozy a friend; I think he feels
the same way. And so since I know I can al-
ways pick up the phone and talk to him, that
it’s not necessary for me to spend huge
amounts of time other than just getting busi-
ness done when I’m here.

At some point I will be the ex-President,
and then you will find me in France, I’m sure,
quite a bit, having fun. I said the same thing in
Germany yesterday, where they were asking,
“Well, you know, you didn’t have an overnight
here, or this”—I think you guys are reading
too much into my schedule.

My main issue has to do with the fact that
when I take these foreign trips, it’s to get busi-
ness done, because I also have an economy
where the unemployment rate is 9.4 percent.
We still have to pass financial regulations that
will prevent the kind of crisis that we’ve seen
from happening again. That all requires a lot
of work, and so my travel schedule is always
limited.

President Sarkozy. Well, in a democracy,
one has to accept all criticism and all com-
ments. And let me tell you very sincerely, do
you think that we don’t have enough on our
plate to do without spending time to have our
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pictures taken, what with the unemployment
rate in France, the United States, the Western
world, what with the Iranian issues? Do you
think our prime concern is what glossy maga-
zine we’ll be pictured in, or what restaurant
we’re going to go and spend an evening in, or
whether we spend an extra night here or not?

Well, what does friendship mean? Friend-
ship means that when the United States say
we’re going to shut down Guantanamo, we say,
well, we’ll help you; we’ll have some of the de-
tainees in France. Friendship is what? It’s com-
ing back into NATO and taking two important
command posts in the integrated structure.
That is what friendship is all about. We’re here
to work together to achieve results. We’re not
here, watch in hand, saying, “How much time
did you spend with so-and-so?” I understand
that you should put the question, but frankly,
do you think people are just waiting to see us
hand in hand sitting here looking into one an-
other’s eyes? Of course not.

They want us to achieve results on Iran, on
North Korea, on whatever it is, but where we’re
in total harmony. See, I’ll tell you one thing: It’s
very easy to work with the United States of
American President.

President Obama. It’s also because President
Sarkozy speaks quite quickly, so we can get
even more done. [Laughter]

President Sarkozy. I speak fast, but you un-
derstand fast.

President Obama. We’ll take one last ques-
tion. We’ve got a mike over here?

Religious Freedom Around the World/Turkey

Q. Arnaud Leparmentier, Le Monde. Presi-
dent Obama, the ban on headscarves and veils
for young girls in French schools and the Presi-
dent Sarkozy’s position on Turkey’s entry into
the European Union, is this likely to hinder the
new approach to Islam that you presented in
Cairo two days ago?

President Obama. Well, I think that this is a
process. And what I tried to do in Cairo was to
open up a conversation both in the Muslim
communities, but also in non-Muslim commu-
nities, both in the Middle East, but also here in
the West.

And as I said in the speech, I think that free-
dom of religious expression is critical. That is
part of our liberal tradition both in France and
the United States, and that we should not have
two standards for freedom of religious expres-
sion, one for Muslims and one for non-Muslims.

That doesn’t mean that each country isn’t go-
ing to be working through these issues with its
own history and its own sensitivities in mind.
And I don’t take responsibility for how other
countries are going to approach this. I will tell
you that in the United States, our basic attitude
is, is that we’re not going to tell people what to
wear. If, in their exercise of religion, they are
impeding somebody else’s rights, that’s some-
thing that we would, obviously, be concerned
about.

But my general view is, is that the most effec-
tive way to integrate people of all faiths is to not
try to suppress their customs or traditions, rath-
er to open up opportunities and give them a
chance for full participation in the life of their
country.

With respect to Turkey, President Sarkozy
and I have discussed this before. I am not a
member of the EU—the United States is not a
member of the EU, and so we can’t dictate the
terms in which any country enters into the EU.
I do think that Turkey is a enormously impor-
tant ally in NATO. They’re helping us in Af-
ghanistan, in that critical effort. They have a
growing economy. They are interested in fur-
ther integration with Europe, and I would en-
courage that. So I’ve said publicly that I think
Turkish membership in the EU would be im-
portant.

Now, President Sarkozy, as an actual mem-
ber of the EU, has a different view. But I think
it’s very important to note that he strongly sup-
ports the work that Turkey is doing in NATO. I
believe that he’s interested in further economic
integration. And what the United States wants
to do is just to continue to encourage discus-
sions and talks and a process whereby Turkey
can feel confident that it has a friendship with
France, with the United States, with all of Eu-
rope, and that it—to the extent that it’s defining
itself as part of Europe, that it has an opportuni-
ty to be a part. But, again, that’s something
that’s going to have to move forward not based
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on what the United States says, but rather a di-
alog between the European Union members
and Turkey.

In all of this, I think Europe and France has
a critical role to play, just as the United States
does, in sending a message to Muslims around
the world that we welcome and want their par-
ticipation in a world community that is peace-
ful, that is prosperous, that is economically in-
tegrated, that is developing on behalf of all
people and not just some people.

And in both France and in the United
States, we have enormous Muslim popula-
tions. So as I said in the Cairo speech, there’s
no contradiction between America and Islam
because we have Muslim Americans who actu-
ally have higher education and income averag-
es than is the average in the United States.
That’s a testament to the degree to which
they’ve been able to succeed, thrive, remain
true to their religion, and be full-fledged, pa-
triotic Americans. And that kind of approach, I
think, is the one that we want, as opposed to
an approach that increases tensions both with-
in our borders and outside of our borders.

Q. Does the U.S. press have equal time, be-
cause they’ve had two.

President Obama. That was a very self-serv-
ing—[laughter]. I’m teasing. Go ahead.

President Sarkozy. Perhaps I could just say
a few words on this. First of all, I thought that
President Obama’s speech was a remarkable
speech. And we have long been awaiting to
hear the United States of America, the world’s
number-one power, shouldering its full share
of responsibility in avoiding the clash of cul-
tures and civilizations between East and West.
And I totally agree with what President
Obama said, including on headscarves and
veils. 

But let me simply say two things. In France,
any young girl, any girl who wishes to wear a
veil or a headscarf may do so; it’s her free
choice to do so. We simply set two limits be-
cause we are a secular state. That is that
the—that civil servants who are actually on du-
ty must not have—must not show any sign of
their religious belief, be they Jewish, Ortho-
dox, Muslim, Protestant, Catholic, you name
it. That’s what we call a totally impartial, secu-

lar administration. In other words, when on
duty at the actual counters where they work,
there must be no visible sign of whatever reli-
gion they belong to. Secondly, the fact that
young girls may choose to wear a veil or a
headscarf is not a problem for as long as they
have actually chosen to do so, as opposed to
this being imposed upon them, be it by their
families or by their environment.

In a country like France, where everyone
can live according to their convictions and be-
liefs, we respect the individual, we respect
women, we respect the family. I’ve also done a
lot when I was home secretary, Minister of the
Interior, to ensure that the Muslim communi-
ty in France could practice their religion and
their creed like any other—any other religion
or creed in France.

Now, you belong to a newspaper I have a lot
of respect for, which called for its readers to
vote in the Presidential election for my adver-
sary and not for me. And what would you say
to justify this? You said, “Well, be careful,
President Sarkozy is going to align us too
much on the United States of America.” And 2
yeas later, what are you telling me? You’re tell-
ing me, “There’s one subject on which Presi-
dent Obama and President Sarkozy don’t
agree.” That should reassure you, Mr. Lepar-
mentier. You should be happy about that now.

Of course, we agree, we concur on the ulti-
mate objective. What is President Obama’s ob-
jective? What is mine, ultimately? It is that
Turkey may play its full part, its essential role
as a bridge between East and West. That is an
essential role. Where there is a difference, it’s
how to go about doing this. The traditional po-
sition of the United States of America is the in-
tegration of Turkey. This was President Bush’s
position, President Clinton’s position, the po-
sition of all United States Presidents. Mine
you are familiar with: It is not integration into
the European Union, not accession into the
European Union. But I did suggest that we
Europeans, together with the Russians and to-
gether with the Turks, does think about having
a common economic and security area. We
have no divergence as to objective, the objec-
tive we’re seeking to achieve, simply the way
of going about it.
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Turkey—the objective is Turkey play its role
as a bridge between East and West. I said to
President Obama, I think it’s important that
Europe has borders, have frontiers, because
that is a stabilizing factor. And I cannot allow
that stabilizing factor in the world to be under-
mined. That doesn’t mean that we have to push
back Turkey into the darkness. Turkey is a
strong ally. Turkey is a bridge between different
worlds. The only issue is how to go about
achieving that. That’s what we talked about.

So let us have at least one point on which we
are totally—not totally in agreement, and that
will give us time to think about future elections.

Iran/North Korea

Q. My question is for both Presidents, please.
On Iran and North Korea, what has the current
policy, which is largely the same as the ones of
recent years, produced other than giving time
to North Korea and Iran to advance their nucle-
ar ambitions? Thank you.

President Obama. Well, I think it’s important
to distinguish between the two countries and
what they’ve been doing of late.

North Korea’s actions over the last several
months have been extraordinarily provocative,
and they have made no bones about the fact
that they are testing nuclear weapons, testing
missiles that potentially would have interconti-
nental capacity. And, in fact, we are not intend-
ing to continue a policy of rewarding provoca-
tion. The parties that are involved in the six-par-
ty talks we have contacted; they issued very
clear statements and are now in the process of
working on a very clear resolution condemning
North Korea’s actions. You haven’t seen China
and Russia respond as forcefully in the past on
these issues, because I think there’s an indica-
tion that they recognize how destabilizing
North Korea’s actions have been.

My preference is always to use a diplomatic
approach. But diplomacy has to involve the oth-
er side engaging in a serious way in trying to
solve problems. And we have not seen that kind
of reaction from North Korea. So we will con-
tinue to consult with our allies. We’ll continue
to consult with all the parties who previously
have been involved in the six-party talks. But we
are going to take a very hard look at how we

move forward on these issues, and I don’t think
that there should be an assumption that we will
simply continue down a path in which North
Korea is constantly destabilizing the region, and
we can just react in the same ways by, after
they’ve done these things for a while, then we
reward them.

Now, with respect to Iran, I’ve made very
clear that we are not taking the same position. I
mean, I’m curious that you would suggest that
we’re taking the same approach when I’m
spending an awful lot of time back home an-
swering people who are concerned that what
we’re doing is too radical. I mean, we are break-
ing significantly from past approaches, and we
are saying we are willing to have direct negotia-
tions with the Iranians on a whole range of is-
sues without preconditions, in an atmosphere of
mutual respect and resolve.

Like President Sarkozy, my view is that Iran’s
possession of a nuclear weapon would be pro-
foundly dangerous, not just to the United
States, not just to Israel, but to the entire region
and, over time, the entire world. Because
there’s no possibility that Iran gets a nuclear
weapon in which you don’t see a whole host of
countries in the Middle East decide, “We’ve got
to go for it as well.”

This is part of the reason, by the way, when it
comes to North Korea and Iran, that I’ve said
it’s not sufficient for the United States or
France or other members of the nuclear club
simply to say, “All of you have to stop, but we’re
not going to do anything to change ourselves.” 

I gave a speech in Prague in which I said all
of us have responsibilities; that I am going to be
traveling to Moscow for a summit to restart sig-
nificant arms—nuclear arms reduction negotia-
tions with the Russians; that I want to reinvigo-
rate our nonproliferation treaty. I think we
should create a stable consensus in which coun-
tries who want peaceful—or nuclear power for
peaceful civilian use are able to do so, and that
our goal collectively is to eliminate prolifera-
tion, lock down loose nuclear materials that are
out there, negotiate a whole series of treaties
that lower the temperature, and ultimately,
make nuclear weapons obsolete.

Now, that’s not going to happen in my time,
my lifetime; it won’t happen in President
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Sarkozy’s lifetime. But if we start moving on
that pathway and other countries can look and
say, “The United States is not just talking the
talk, but it’s walking the walk,” then I think
that will indicate to the Iranians, for example,
that the goal here is not to single them out per
se; it’s to suggest that this is dangerous for
everybody, including them. Their security
interests will not be served by possession of a
nuclear weapon.

The last point I’d make on Iran, the Su-
preme Leader has said, “We don’t want nucle-
ar weapons; that’s not what we’re pursuing.”
I’m happy to hope that that’s true, but in inter-
national relations, I can’t just base things on
hope, especially when you see actions to the
contrary. 

My—one of my famous predecessors, Ron-
ald Reagan, I think, said it pretty well when he
said, “Trust, but verify.” And we’re not even to
the point yet where we’re having those conver-
sations with the Iranians. But ultimately, if in
fact Iran does not seek nuclear weapons, then

it shouldn’t be that hard for us to have a series
of negotiations in which the international com-
munity feels that confidence and in which Iran
then is able to enjoy a whole host of economic
and political benefits and gains much greater
legitimacy in all of its other endeavors.

President Sarkozy. Okay. Merci. Thank you.
Q. [Inaudible]
President Obama. You already got a whole

interview. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 1:06 p.m. at the Prefecture. In his remarks,
the President referred to former Guantanamo
detainee Lakhdar Boumediene, who was re-
leased into French custody in May; U.S. Spe-
cial Envoy for Middle East Peace George J.
Mitchell; and Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Hoseini-Khamenei of Iran. President Sarkozy
referred to Minister of Foreign Affairs
Manuchehr Motaki of Iran. President Sarkozy
and some reporters spoke in French, and their
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

The President’s Weekly Address
June 6, 2009

Over the past few days, I’ve been traveling
through the Middle East and Europe working
to renew our alliances, enhance our common
security, and propose a new partnership be-
tween the United States and the Muslim
world.

But even as I’m abroad, I’m firmly focused
on the other pressing challenges we face, in-
cluding the urgent need to reform our health
care system. Even as we speak, Congress is
preparing to introduce and debate health re-
form legislation that is the product of many
months of effort and deliberation. And if
you’re like any of the Americans I’ve met
across this country, who know all too well that
the soaring costs of health care make our cur-
rent course unsustainable, I imagine you’ll be
watching their progress closely. 

I’m talking about the families I’ve met
whose spiraling premiums and out-of-pocket
expenses are pushing them into bankruptcy or
forcing them to go without the check-ups or
prescriptions they need; business owners who

fear they’ll be forced to choose between keep-
ing their doors open or covering their workers;
Americans who rightly worry that the balloon-
ing costs of Medicare and Medicaid could lead
to fiscal catastrophe down the road. Simply
put, the status quo is broken. 

We cannot continue this way. If we do noth-
ing, everyone’s health care will be put in jeop-
ardy. Within a decade, we’ll spend $1 out of
every 5 we earn on health care, and we’ll keep
getting less for our money. And that’s why fix-
ing what’s wrong with our health care system
is no longer a luxury we hope to achieve; it’s a
necessity we cannot postpone any longer.

The growing consensus around that reality
has led an unprecedented coalition to come
together for change. Unlike past attempts at
reforming our health care system, everyone is
at the table, patients’ advocates and health in-
surers, business and labor, Democrats and Re-
publicans alike.

A few weeks ago, some of these improbable
allies committed to cut national health care
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